
DRAWING OBJECTIVES

EVA MCCARTHY | SPRING 2019 
COMPILATION OF WORK



Personal Trauma, Community Healing:
Reimagining sanctuary for survivors of gun violence

process | architectural program development







































Personal Trauma, Community Healing:
Reimagining sanctuary for survivors of gun violence

process | l ibrary of everything concept development





























Personal Trauma, Community Healing:
Reimagining sanctuary for survivors of gun violence

process | concept models





Personal Trauma, Community Healing:
Reimagining sanctuary for survivors of gun violence

midterm | presentation spreads



PLAYGROUND 

COMMUNITY
GARDEN 

M
E
M
O
R
I
A
L

LIBRARY 
ENTRY 

BIKE LOOP 

BASKETBALL
COURTS 

17
TH
 S
TR
EE
T

16
TH
 S
TR
EE
T

W ALLEGHENY AVENUE

W WESTMORELAND STREET

01 XX PLAN
Scale: X/X" = 1'-0"

01 XX PLAN
Scale: X/X" = 1'-0"

SITE PLAN

HEALING

DOING THERAPY

REFLECTION

Personal Trauma, Community Healing:
Reimagining sanctuary for survivors of gun violence
Design Thesis | Spring 2019 | Midterm Review
Eva McCarthy

THE ARCHITECTURAL IMPLICATIONS OF PTSD
SYMPTOM
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PANIC AND ANXIETY

NO BLIND CORNERS / VISUAL CONTROL

ACOUSTICAL CONTROL TO AVOID AUDITORY TRIGGERS LIKE GUNFIRE 

DIRECT CONNECTION TO NATURE AND SUNLIGHT  

COHESIVE SPATIAL QUALITIES, DETAILS, AND MATERIALS 

SPACE THAT REFLECTS REGION AND COMMUNITY

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PRIVATE SPACE

ACCESS TO NATURE AND SUNLIGHT

SPATIAL RESPONSE

Communities that suffer from high levels of gun violence 
experience post-traumatic stress disorder in equal 
measure to veterans of war, but lack spaces to heal. The 
church’s loosening hold as a community anchor has 
deepened the void, exacerbating a national trauma 
epidemic. These buildings must become a new type of 
sanctuary in communities dealing with gun violence. The 
decaying Bethel Holy Temple Church sits in the struggling 
neighborhood of North Philadelphia. Its reuse as a healing 
space for trauma will be emblematic of a new age and a 
crucial step in mending a frayed social and urban fabric.
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The Typical Module

1 – Music (Instruments to Borrow)

2 – Kitchen (Ovens, Sink, Baking Utensils)

3a / 3b – Kitchen (Baking Ingredients, Appliances, Tableware) 

4a / 4b – Kitchen (Appliances to Borrow, Cookbooks)

5 – Home (Sewing)

6a / 6b – Home (Ironing)

7 – Tools

8 – Motorcycle

9a / 9b – Workbench

10 – Bicycles

11a / 11b – Sports (Balls, Bats, Nets)

12a / 12b – Gardening (Equipment & Seeds)

13 – Barbecue Grills

14a / 14b – Childcare (Books)

15a / 15b – Childcare (Bathtubs, Small Equipment, Strollers)

16a / 16b – Childcare (Pack n Plays)

17a / 17b – Childcare (Car Seats)

18 – Science (Equipment)

19a / 19b – Science (Fold Out Work Station, Science Books)

20a / 20b – Science (Ingredients, Science Books)

21 / 22 / 23 / 24 / 25 – Books

26a / 26b – Kids (Toys)

27 – Kids (Games)

28a / 28b – Arts & Crafts (Fold Out Work Station, Supplies)

29 – Heating & Cooling

30 – Music (Practice Area)

31 – Music (Books)

SHELVING FOR 
EVERYTHING
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