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For me, a teaching philosophy has objectives.  Foremost, I offer my students the freedom to question and to communicate both visually and intellectually.  Also, to recognize artistic development as personal development, so as to develop goals and aspiration inside the classroom that will then extent to their lives outside.   

The classroom has always been a unique place, and the act of walking into it meant arrival into a space where encouragement towards individuality was paramount.  Unlike so many other spaces, the classroom and the studio offered assurance -- a promising outlook that art had the power to elicit change.  For this reason they were both places to formulate ideas and to carry them out with the ingenuity and passion of a courageous imagination.  As this was my experience, I want this for my students.  


For me, teaching is about educating and coaching, sharing wisdom and facilitating growth with that knowledge.  For this reason, my teaching philosophy is grounded in supporting personal artistic development with the aid of literature and method.  Reading is relevant because it informs the work and validates ideas.   


What distinguish my point of view as a teacher are the passions and struggles of my life.  Thus, teaching and speaking from my experiences, especially those most personal is the most honest form I can give to others.  I feel that using principles or methods cannot always be discussed in the abstract, but need to be grounded in our experiences that aid students in visualizing their relevance.   


In short, I imagine sustaining a teaching philosophy which allows the classroom to be a safe place for imagination, trust and ambition. 

