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The Privilege

A Teaching philosophy

While building a professional career as a jewelry artist and designer, I was offered the opportunity to teach. I accepted the challenge and it has been a very rewarding experience.  To me teaching is a privilege. It continues to be a reflective practice for me as I learn from my students while teaching them. To me teaching means being clear, tolerant, flexible yet firm, compassionate and critical, patient, enthusiastic, encouraging and unclouded by self serving intentions...

I feel fortunate to have studied with many gifted teachers, among them Professor Hermann Jünger at the Academy of Fine Arts in Munich, Germany whose integrity as an artist, educator and critic set a high standard for his students. He served as a role model and mentor, and observing him and his art practice was one of the most inspiring aspects of my graduate education.

I consider myself a passionate person, believe in the importance of sharing my enthusiasm in all the aspects of creativity and learning with my students. Teaching by example continues to be a source of inspiration for my students. Maintaining an active connection to my work and the professional world is an essential part of being a vital teacher. 

I have experienced the liberating effects of mastering tools and materials in my own work. This freedom allows me to visualize my concepts appropriately. Acquiring the skills necessary to become a jeweler requires discipline and patience. Neither are easy accomplishments to master at the age students enter the profession.

My intent is to provide a nurturing and highly challenging environment that supports personal and creative growth and builds technical competence.  In undergraduate courses an assignment will balance the technical information or skill that I intend to cover with intellectual stimulation.  The students are asked to develop their problem solving skills and think critically.

It is important to utilize a clear means of communication, helping students to understand questions about design and technique. 

Breaking up information so it can be understood by students with a variety of learning styles is very important. When introducing an assignment a suitable reading is useful to initiate a thought process and provide intellectual stimulation along with classroom discussion on topics related to the assignment. I consider the knowledge of history to be very important and I provide my class with as much exposure to historical and contemporary examples as possible in order to help them understand their position as artists. Visual materials (slides, samples), a fieldtrip or a visit to the collections at a museum help the student understand the task. Technical information is most effectively conveyed through hands-on demonstration and subsequent application of the process by the student. As an example:  the technical goal of the assignment "souvenir brooch" for sophomore level students is to teach the fabrication of pin back mechanisms and various setting techniques. For the design/problem solving component of the assignment the students are asked to investigate and express personal experiences of place, time and memory in the format of personal ornament. I take the class to the RISD museum collections to look at selected examples of victorian souvenir jewelry. After discussing their designs followed by technical demonstrations the students continue to finalize their samples and pieces.

A written evaluation of the completed assignment gives the student feedback on their performance and a group review of their work encourages them to develop critical thinking and reflective skills.  I aim to engage the students actively in the learning process as much as possible.  I prefer dialogue over a monologue since I consider it more interesting and creative. In my eyes collaboration is a form of dialogue. It encourages responsibility, builds confidence and cultivates community. Similarly I find the experience of working closely with my colleagues most constructive. Developing and teaching a consistent curriculum with a team of colleagues within a department is an effective and rewarding experience.

Ultimately I want to see my students graduate as thoughtful makers and designers and independent thinkers. I enjoy accompanying them in the process of discovering their potential and adressing their weakness and hopefully their path will lead them to artistic excellence and independence in all areas of life.
